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Course Description: 

In World Geography Studies students will examine people, places, and environments. A significant portion of the course centers around the physical processes; the characteristics of major landforms, climates, and ecosystems and their interrelationships; the political, economic, and social processes that shape cultural patterns of regions; types and patterns of settlement; the distribution and movement of the world population; relationships among people, places, and environments; and the concept of region. 
Course Outline:

	                   First Semester
	Second Semester

	Unit 1: Introduction

Chapters 1-4 How to answer multiple choice, data based, and map questions
	Unit 4: Change

Chapters 12-13 Diffusion, Convergence, Divergence

	Unit 2: Physical Geography

Chapters 5-7 Earth’s physical features, forces that help shape the earth’s landforms, climate, and plant life. How people adapt to and modify the environment
	Unit 5: Political Geography

Chapters 14-16 Governments, Borders, International Relations, Patriotism/Nationalism

	Unit 3: Human Geography

Chapters 8-11 Aspects of Culture/Religion, Cultural Regions, Demography, Migration
	Unit 6: Globalization of Economics

Chapters 17-19 Economic Systems, Economic Development, Globalization


Classroom Expectations:

· Respect your teacher, your classmates and yourself. 
· Please be kind, respectful and courteous at all times. 
· Come prepared to learn with course materials, and a positive attitude.

· Wait until the teacher dismisses you, the bell does not dismiss you.

· Raise your hand or wait politely to speak, if others are speaking.
· It is expected that every student abide by the Sharyland ISD standards and policies. 
Grading Policy:

Daily Assignments/homework

40%

Tests




60%

Total




100%
More information on Sharyland High School grading guidelines and procedures can be located with the following link: http://www.sharylandisd.org/cms/lib/TX21000378/Centricity/Domain/24/Grading%20Policy%20Revised%209-12_2.pdf
Materials for Class:

· Pen, pencil, markers, colored pencils

· 3 Subject notebook

· Loose leaf notebook paper
Attendance/Make-Up Work: 
Daily class attendance is vital to ensuring class success. However, if absences occur it is important to note that more than four unexcused or unrelated school absences could jeopardize a student’s credit for the course and may require Saturday School. Additionally, the following district guidelines apply for make-up work when a student is absent: 

· Excused Absences - Students with an excused absence from school are expected to make up work missed at the rate of one day for one day missed with a maximum of five days. Students who are absent but had prior notice of upcoming assignments or tests must complete the assignment or test on the first day back to school. Students shall receive a zero for any assignment or test not made up within the allotted time. 

· Unexcused Absences - A student may not make up work missed; however, if the administrator determines that the unexcused absence is due to extenuating circumstances, make up work may be allowed. The grade for makeup work after an unexcused absence shall be no higher than a 70. 

